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Code of Conduct

We ask students, performers, and guest facilitators (participant/s) at Blah Blah Blah
Improv to agree to our Code of Conduct. This enables us to foster an atmosphere of
community and make sure everyone has the very best time. Please read this carefully,
as it may have changed from a previous version.

This is a summary of the Code of Conduct:

e Look after yourself: recognise and communicate your own needs and
boundaries

o Look after others: listen to and support one another’s needs, and avoid negative
behaviour

¢ Help us look after everyone: be our eyes, ears, and hands during Blah Blah Blah
Improv events to ensure people feel welcome, safe, and included at all times

Expectations

Below is a summary of what you can expect at Blah Blah Blah Improv, and how you are
expected to behave in return.

Failure to meet these expectations may result in you being asked to leave a
workshop/jam/class or show cast, ejection from a venue or activity, or expulsion from
Blah Blah Blah Improv. Serious breaches of conduct may result in legal action, as
appropriate.

As a participant

You are a participant from the time you book a workshop, jam, class, course or show to
the time you leave the Blah Blah Blah Improv community. While we don’t expect to have
control over your every waking moment during our events and activities, we ask you to
think about those times when your connection with Blah Blah Blah Improv is implicit: for
example, when hanging out at show/course/class/jam venues, or when posting on
social media.

| can expect...
o To be treated with respect, openness, and integrity

 To have my personal boundaries respected, even if they differ from what is
explicitly defined in this document

e To be able to call out any situation that makes me feel uncomfortable
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e To be approached openly by a Blah Blah Blah Improv teacher if my actions run
contrary to these guidelines

| am expected to...

e Treat others with respect, openness, and integrity. Personal insults, unsolicited
criticism, or offensive comments are not tolerated at Blah Blah Blah Improv.

e Be familiar with this Code of Conduct and my rights and responsibilities as a
participant

e Represent Blah Blah Blah Improv with integrity when on stage or in public

 Make an active effort to make other participants feel welcome and involved in
the Blah Blah Blah Improv community

e Talk to ateacher (or make an anonymous report) if anything makes me feel
uncomfortable. | can do this by emailing lol@blahblahblahimprov.com

e Turn up ontime and unimpaired for workshops/jams/classes, briefings, and
performances

e Behave appropriately as an audience member
¢ Nottalkill of or slander Blah Blah Blah Improy, its teachers, or its community

e Wear a mask at events if | am unwell

Definitions

Content

Discrimination is not welcome at Blah Blah Blah Improv. This includes, but is not limited
to, racism, sexism, transphobia, ableism, and faith-based intolerance. We also
generally avoid topics that could be triggering for some participants or audience
members, such as abuse, self-harm, and terminalillness.

Accessibility

Everyone has their own individual needs and challenges. Some of these may be visible;
many are not. It is our collective responsibility as an improv community to ensure that,
as far as possible, we embrace and cater to these challenges and allow people to
participate comfortably and without undue limitations.

Inappropriate conduct
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Blah Blah Blah Improv is dedicated to providing a harassment-free experience for
everyone, regardless of gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, race, age,
ethnicity, disability, physical appearance, body size, and/or religion. We do not tolerate
harassmentin any form.

Harassment includes, but is not limited to:

o offensive verbal comments that reinforce social structures of domination
(related to gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, disability,
physical appearance, body size, age, race, or religion)

e deliberate intimidation, stalking, or following

e harassing photography or recording

e sustained disruption of talks or other events

e inappropriate physical contact

e unwelcome sexual attention

e advocating for, or encouraging, any of the above behaviour

Participants asked to stop any harassing behaviour are expected to comply
immediately. If a participant engages in harassing behaviour, Blah Blah Blah Improv
retains the right to take any actions to keep the event a welcoming environment for all
participants, including warning the offender or expulsion from the event.

Making a report

If someone makes you or anyone else feel unsafe or unwelcome, or otherwise breaches
this code, please report it as soon as possible by emailing lol@blahblahblahimprov.com
and outline how the Code of Conduct was breached.

You can also involve outside authorities at any stage if the matter requires it. We trust
your judgement.

If you have seen these words before, it’s because most of it has been copied from the
NZIF Code of Conduct.
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